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Investigation doesn't 
find evidence of 
Russia- Trump plot 


Mueller chooses not 
to take position on 
obstruction claims 


Attorney general 
says he will release 
more of the report 
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President Donald Trump speaks with the media after stepping off Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House on Sunday. 


By Devlin Barrett and Matt Zapotosky 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Special counsel Robert 
Mueller did not find that Donald Trump or 
his campaign schemed with Russian efforts 
to interfere in the 2016 presidential election, 
according to a summary released Sunday 
that the president immediately embraced 
as a “complete exoneration” even though 
Mueller reached no conclusion about 
whether the president obstructed justice. 

After a nearly two-year investigation, 
Mueller’s findings seemed to dispel the 
cloud of conspiracy that has hung over the 
administration since its inception. But by 
delivering caveats alongside conclusions, 
the closing of the Mueller investigation 
opens the door to fiercer political fights over 
the president’s judgment and power. 

The four-page summary issued Sunday by 
Attorney General William Barr declared: 
“The Special Counsel’s investigation did not 
find that the Trump campaign or anyone 
associated with it conspired or coordinated 
with Russia in its efforts to influence the 
2016 U.S. presidential election.” 

The letter notes that Mueller’s probe said 
no such conspiracy was found “despite mul- 
tiple offers from Russia-affiliated individu- 
als to assist the Trump campaign.” 

Barr said he and Justice Department offi- 
cials separately determined that there was 
insufficient evidence to make an obstruc- 
tion accusation against the president — 
though Mueller was not definitive on that 
point. 

Trump spoke to reporters at a Florida air- 
port Sunday afternoon, declaring that the 
dark cloud of suspicion that had hung over 
his administration since its inception had 
finally lifted. 

“After a long look, after a long investiga- 
tion, after so many people have been so bad- 
ly hurt, after not looking at the other side, 
where a lot of bad things happened, a lot of 
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Page 4A: Major takeaways and excerpts 
from Attorney General William Barr’s 
summary letter to Congress. 


CLIFF OWEN / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Special Counsel Robert Mueller departs 
St. John's Episcopal Church, across from the 
White House, after attending morning 
services Sunday. 


horrible things happened for our country, it 
was just announced there was no collusion 
with Russia,” the president said, declaring 
the findings “a complete and total exonera- 
tion.” 

“Its a shame that our country had to go 
through this, to be honest it’s a shame that 
your president has had to go through this,” 
Trump said, urging that Democrats be 
investigated. 
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On the question of whether the president 
might have sought to obstruct the high-pro- 
file investigation, Mueller’s team did not 
offer a definitive answer. 

“The Special Counsel ... did not draw a 
conclusion — one way or the other — as to 
whether the examined conduct constituted 
obstruction,” Barr’s letter to lawmakers 
states. 

“The Special Counsel states that ‘while 
this report does not conclude that the Presi- 
dent committed a crime, it also does not 
exonerate him’,” the letter says, signaling 
that Mueller’s team apparently struggled 
with the issue. 

“For each of the relevant actions investi- 
gated, the report sets out evidence on both 
sides of the question and leaves unresolved 
what the Special Counsel views as ‘difficult 
issues’ of law and fact concerning whether 
the President’s actions and intent could be 
viewed as obstruction,” the letter says. 

Mueller’s decision to forgo a conclusion as 
to whether the president tried to obstruct 
justice struck a discordant note with cur- 
rent and former law enforcement officials, 
who noted that it was one of the primary 
reasons for appointing a special counsel. 

Since his appointment in May 2017 as spe- 
cial counsel, Mueller has wrestled with the 
question of whether the president attempt- 
ed to obstruct justice once the FBI began 
investigating those close to him. Current 
and former White House officials who were 
questioned by Mueller’s investigators were 
repeatedly asked about how the president 
spoke of the investigation behind closed 
doors, and whether he sought to replace 
senior Justice Department officials to sty- 
mie the probe, according to people familiar 
with the interviews. 

Mueller “ultimately determined not to 
make a traditional prosecutorial judgment” 
on the question of obstruction, Barr wrote, 
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Mother: 
Missing 
son was 


stabbed 


Family of Stillwater 
man says body found 
in Roseville vacant lot 


By Kristi Belcamino 
kbelcamino@pioneerpress.com 


On Friday, one day before his 
third child was born, Ralph Latrez 
Bell’s body was found in a wooded 
area of Roseville, a little more than 
a mile from where police found his 
car on the late December day that 
he disappeared. 

Roseville police have not 
released details about his death or 
confirmed that the body found in 
the vacant lot is that of the missing 
Stillwater man, but on Sunday his 
mother, Corhea Taylor, said that 
police had told her Bell had been 
stabbed several times in the chest. 

More than anything, Taylor said, 
her son will be remembered as a 
“good man” who worked hard to 
support his young family and who 
would do anything to help mem- 
bers of his large extended family. 

On Friday, a person looking for 
shed deer antlers near some 
trees on the lot northeast of 
Dale Street and Roselawn Avenue 
alerted police to a body. The 
Roseville Police Department and 
the Minnesota Bureau of Crimi- 
nal Apprehension have not yet 
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Winter in 
downtown 
rough for 


the disabled 


Those with physical 
limits cite unshoveled 
sidewalks, poor access 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


Bob Wagner uses a power wheel- 
chair and drives an accessible van, 
and he does not let his physical dis- 
ability keep him from socializing 
or leaving his downtown, Skyway- 
connected St. Paul apartment, 
which he calls a “godsend.” 

“In six weeks in Lowertown I had 
more contact with my neighbors 
than I did in nine and a half years 
out in South Maplewood, because 
stairs are barriers,” said Wagner, a 
psychologist who broke his neck 
and spine almost 15 years ago 
body-surfing in the Pacific Ocean. 

That said, there was a deterrent 
to traveling to and from his home 
by Mears Park this winter. 

In areas where property owners 
failed to keep sidewalks shoveled 
clear of snow for their full length 
and width, Wagner was effectively 
stranded. And even a clear side- 
walk is of limited help when 
there’s no way to roll into the 
street. 

“I talked to a couple business 
owners on my block because they 
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